Coordinator:

Judith A. Lawrence
215-638-2493
Judabah@aol.com

Meeting Format
Publications
Next Meeting

New Members Welcome
Anthology Submissions

January Notes

Upcoming Events

Quotes

Writers Among Us
Elaine Restifo
Haiku Corner

Monthly Selection

“ Sep Inside”

- Robert Muller
“Monet’'s Waterlilies
- Robert Hayden

“Qur Finest Bloom”

- George Dabrowski
Two Poems by

- Emily Dickinson

Copyrights
Rights of Submission

New Members Welcome

M eeting For mat

Bring copies of your
work to distribute for
reading (12-15 copies)

Initial thirty minutes
for beverage selection/
preparation and discus-
sion of upcoming liter-
ary magazine submis-
sions, handouts and
events.

Readings begin clock-
wise from any begin-
ning point. Group turns
reader’ s copies face
down until reader be-
ginsto read.

After each writer com-
pletes reading, reader
waitsuntil all group
responses are com-

pleted before respond-
ing to critiques. Brief
critiques and responses
are encouraged de-
pending on size of the
group.

Publications

For viewing your Art/
Photography in this news-
letter, your publication up-
dates, Art exhibits, sched-
uled readings or events,
e-mail or call meintime
for each month’ s newslet-
ter within aday or two fol-
lowing the writers group
meetings. The Artsbridge
web siteis updated once a
month. If the newsletter
update deadlineis missed
for your event, email me to
forward to the members.

Banjoloika Mason Loika & Sandy Bender
performing at Mike Mann’'s Art exhibit
at Prallsville Mill
illustration by Mike Mann

The River Anthology
Volume 2 No. 12, Issue No. 44
Editor and Publisher
Elaine Restifo

Next meeting of Artsbridge/River Poets:
May 13,2006 - 1:00-4:00 PM

Lambertville Public Library, Lambertville, NJ
2nd fl * The Peggy L ewis Gallery”

Submissions for 2006-

2007 Anthology

Email or snail mail entriesfor the 2006-2007 Annual Literary Anthology.
Call mefor mailing address. Submissionswill be accepted through August
31, 2006. Seeking volunteersfor an anthology committeein referenceto
publication/content/format, artwork, editing, etc. What isyour expertise?

Artsbridge is a registered 503C non-profit organization, comprised of painters, sculptors, photographers, writers,
actors, musicians and filmmakers in the Delaware Valley dedicated to improving the public understanding of the

arts in all the creative disciplines. The group supports local, state and regional arts and artists through its spon-
sorship of events focused on education, exhibition and performance.
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Bob Muller read the thought provoking “ Step
Inside,” poem on the question of belief, remi-
niscent of a Leonard Cohen poem. Powerful
lines...“I'm afraid I'mright. I'm afraid I'm
wrong.” Joe Treceno read “The Wish,” on the
Hindenburg landing. Ruth Deming read the
terrific character profile poem “What | Saw
while Waiting for Mrs. Burnley.” George Dab-
rowski read the wonderfully sentimental poem
“Our Finest Bloom ,* which reminded me of
two poems from Emily Dickenson. Kathy
Laufenberg read her short story, “One of the
Guys,” afast paced, true to character well
done story. Nell Sweeney read her rhyming
poem “Matador,” full of powerful imagery.
Ted Peck’ s moving poem on old memories/old
loves, “Memo to a Former Girlfriend” was en-
dearing. Liz Bowman read “Nevermind,” on
being taken for granted. Elaine Restifo read
Mary Oliver’'s poem “Catbird,” the silent com-
munication between bird and human, which se-
gued into my poem on the lack of communica
tion between loved ones, “Wedding Soup.”
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Artsbridge/River Poets member - Kathe Palka's poetry/
prose has appeared in Bogg Magazine, The Bucks County
Writer, Exit 13, Frogpond, paper wasp, and others. She
received a Pushcart Nomination from The Journal of New
Jersey Poetsfor work appearingin their 2002, 25th Anni-
versary Issue. Her 2004 chapbook, The Grace of Light is
published by Finishing Line Press.
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Artsbridge/River Poets Poetry Slam - May

A night of poets competing against poets - Sign-up
for the competition - Prize to be awarded.

Artsbridge/River Poets Short Story Contest - June
Dig down in those files and find your best short-short
storiesto read - Sign-up for the competition - Prize
to be awarded.
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Special thanks to

cover that | had no talent for
writing, but | couldn®give it up
because by that time | was too
famous. ~ Robert Benchley

Any writer, | suppose, feels that
the world into which he was
born is nothing less than a con-
spiracy against the cultivation of
histalent. ~James Baldwin

Therole of awriter is not to say
what we al can say, but what we
are unableto say. ~Anais Nin

Order your copy of the 2006 issue of “The
River.“ $8.00 - Editor and Publisher - Elaine
Restifo. “The River” has been in publication
since 1969 and has reached eighteen states and
four countries. An exciting collection of poetry ,
prose and Art, including many Artsbridge/River
Poets members.
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all the memberswho
consistently come to
the group meetings to
share your thoughts,
fine work, applause
and great critiques.
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there®a bittersweet

condition to your warm touch
the cold frost follows

Judith A. Lawrence



WritersWork - April 8, 2006 M eeting

Step Inside

| am my own god.

For | will let no other in.
Thereis no other god but me.
What a burden.

I’m afraid I'mright.

I’m afraid I'm wrong.

| search for the truth, but cannot find it.
I’ m too stubborn to accept.
Afraid not to accept.

Too stubborn to have faith.

| need proof.

| search, but let no other in.

| need to accept you, and you, and you and me.

To find away to open the door.

Robert Muller - April 4, 2006

Natures Art - Robert Muller



Monet’'s Waterlilies

Today as the news from Selma and
Saigon poisonsthe air like fallout,
| come again to see

the serene, great picture that | love.

Here space and time exist in light

the eye like the eye of faith believes.

The seen, the known
dissolve in iridescence, become
illusive flesh of light

that was not, was, forever is.

O light beheld as through refracting
tears.

Here isthe aura of that world
each of ushaslost.
Here isthe shadow of itsjoy.

Robert Hayden - 1966

(1913 - 1980)

Monet's “Waterlilies’



Our Finest Bloom

-Would man be thought a monster,
A most horrendous thing.

If he could sleep the winter

And come alive each spring?-

Under the clouds, beseeching,

It would be sweet could we,
With tree-gaunt fingers reaching
Before the winter, die

To sleep beneath the layered snow
For many a vacant hour

Without a thought to come or go
As dormant as aflower,

Then grow new flesh upon the bone
Andriseagainin May

To beinlove or be alone

Or young, to run and play.

We may not sleep, the flower’s way,
Abandoning the gloom
But can, throughout each given day,
Be in our finest bloom.

Unlike some sweet and ancient flowers,
Come Spring'sfirst gentlerain,

We please our God the winter hours
Till roses come again.

George Dabrowski

She Sweeps With Many-Colored Brooms

She sweeps with many-colored brooms,
And leaves the shreds behind;

Oh, housewife in the evening west,
Come back, and dust the pond!

You dropped a purpleravelling in,
You dropped an amber thread;

And now you®e littered al the East
With duds of emerald!

And still she plies her spotted brooms,
And still the aprons fly,

Till brooms fade softly into stars -
And then | come away.

Emily Dickinson

When Roses Cease To Bloom, Dear

When roses cease to bloom, dear
and violets are done,

When bumblebees in solemn flight
Have passed beyond the sun,

The hand that paused to gather
Upon this summer® day

Will idlelie, in Auburn.--
Then take my flower, pray!

Emily Dickinson



Individual works are copyright by their respective creators.
No poem/prose may be reproduced without express permission by the author.

All photos in this newsletter are subjects for poemsin our new anthology. Create apoemin
reference to one of these photos to submit for the Artsbridge 2007 Spring Anthology, or if you
have a painting or photo to submit for the anthology, please email to Judabah@aol.com, or
bring a copy to the writers group meeting.

With Authors permission, all poems published in this newsletter will be entered in the Anthol-
ogy submissions process. Since many of these poems are awork in progress presented ini-
tialy in the group meetings, and the poem may be selected from the newd etters by the editors,
the Author will be able to revise and submit afina version before publication. Dueto the
limitation of space in this newdletter, other poems or prose read at the meetings are also being
considered for submission. During the selection process, all Authors will be contacted by the
editorsfor legal permission to enter their work into the anthology and for final changes.

Any poem published in our own Writers Group Newsletter may still be submitted to other lit-
erary magazines and contests. Sinceit is an internal publication for the Artsbridge/River Poets
members, it is not considered commercially published, for example aliterary magazine, or an
anthology, or online ezine, so is still eligible for submission elsewhere as an unpublished
work.

When we publish our own anthology book which will be commercially available to the public
and one or more of your poems have been accepted for the book, then you would need to sign
arightsto publication agreement giving one time rights for the anthology. You then have to ac-
knowledge the previous publication to wherever you submit it to next, which the publisher ei-
ther lists on an acknowledgement page, or under the poem, for ex. previously published by
Artsbridgef/title of Anthology & date published. Alternately if you submit a poem for the Arts-
bridge anthology, it is accepted for inclusion, and it has been previously published by another
publication, then our anthology would need to acknowledge where your poem had been pub-
lished before. Dependent on the literary publication or contest, some publishers seek work
never before published, and others have no preference aslong as you acknowledge where it
was previously published.



